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• Women  and  girls  are bearing  the  brunt  of  interconnected  
economic,  social  and  geopolitical  crises .

POLICY COHERENCE FOR GENDER EQUALITY IN THE 
PACIFIC REGION

• Wom e n 's  e q ua lit y and  e m p owe rm e n t  is  ce n t ra l t o  fos t e ring 
inc lus ive  and  sus t a inab le  d e ve lop m e n t  and  is  vit a l fo r t he  
succe ss  o f a ll SDGs. 

• By a lign ing p o lic ie s  across  se c t o rs , gove rnm e n t s  can  
ad d re ss  b arrie rs  t ha t  h ind e r wom e n 's  fu ll p a rt ic ip a t ion  and  
ad vance m e n t  in  soc ie t y.



Pacific  Le ad e rs’ Ge n d e r Eq ua lit y 
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Pacific  Pla t fo rm  fo r Act ion  fo r Ge n d e r 
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20 50  St ra t e gy fo r t h e  Blue  Pac ific  
Con t in e n t

UN Sust a in ab le  De ve lop m e n t  
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Con ve n t ion  on  t h e  Elim in a t ion  o f All Fo rm s 
o f Discrim in a t ion  aga in st  Wom e n  (CEDAW)

Be ijin g De cla ra t ion  an d  Pla t fo rm  fo r 
Act ion
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POLICY COHERENCE FOR GENDER EQUALITY IN THE 
PACIFIC REGION



• The number of women and girls living in 
extreme poverty in the Pacific region has 
significantly decreased since 2015, with 
expectations to halve by 2030.

• Despite impressive progress, the extreme 
poverty rate for women and girls in the Pacific 
is projected to exceed 11% in 2030, equivalent 
to the global poverty rate in 2015. 

• Achieving zero poverty for all women and 
girls by 2030 will require ad d re ss in g lon g-
s t an d in g ge n d e r d isp a rit ie s , inc lud ing in  
acce ss  t o  he a lt h  ca re , e d uca t ion  and  t he  
lab our m arke t  as  we ll a s  p rovid in g ge n d e r-
re sp on sive  soc ia l p ro t e c t ion .

SDG 1: NO POVERTY



• The Pacific region has made good 
progress in reducing the maternal 
mortality ratio.

• Ending all preventable maternal deaths 
will require st re n gt h e n in g h e a lt h  
sys t e m s, c lo s in g ga p s  in  ca re  q ua lit y 
a n d  a cce ss , and  e n su rin g un ive rsa l 
co ve ra ge .

• Though  p rogre ss  has  s lowe d  s ligh t ly 
s ince  20 15,  t he  Pac ific  re gion  re m ains  
on  t rack t o  m e e t  t he  20 30  goa l o f a  
m at e rna l m ort a lit y ra t io  le ss  t han  70  
p e r 10 0 ,0 0 0  live  b irt h s .

SDG 3: GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING



• In s t it u t io n a l b a rrie rs , including 
workplace discrimination , an unequal 
division of unpaid care and domestic 
responsibilities , and an undersupply of 
decent job opportunities , are among the 
variables disrupting the school -to -work 
transition for young women. 

• In 2022 35.5% of young women aged 15 -24 
in the Pacific  were not in education, 
employment or training (NEET), compared 
to 28.2% of men.

• The NEET rate for young women in the 
Pacific in 2022 was 3.4 percentage points 
higher than the world average and had 
risen by 0.2 percentage points since 2015 
when the global goals were adopted.

SDG 4:  QUALITY EDUCATION



• Driving clean and just energy transitions 
demands increased investments in energy 
service and the d ism an t lin g o f b a rrie rs  t o  
wom e n ’s  p a rt ic ip a t ion  an d  le ad e rsh ip  in  t he  
t rad it iona lly m ale -d om ina t e d  e ne rgy se c t o r.

• The  Pac ific  re gion  has  se e n  ga ins  m ad e  in  t he  
p e rce n t age  o f t he  p op ula t ion  wit h  acce ss  t o  
e le c t ric it y and  c le an  cooking fue ls .

• While  acce ss  t o  e le c t ric it y has  no t ab ly 
im p rove d , t he  p e rce n t age  o f t he  p op ula t ion  
re lying p rim arily on  c le an  fue ls  and  
t e chno logy has  p rogre sse d  a t  a  s lowe r p ace . 
Howe ve r, b o t h  ind ica t o rs  s t ill t ra il b e h ind  
o t he r re gions  and  s ign ifican t ly und e rshoo t  t he  
glob a l ave rage .

SDG 7:  AFFORDABLE CLEAN ENERGY



SDG 5:  GENDER EQUALITY

Source: ESCAP Data Explorer.
Not e : ESCAP Pac ific  re giona l group ing inc lud e s  Aus t ra lia  and  Ne w Ze a land

P o lit ic a l P a r t ic p a t io n

• The  p ac ific  re gion  has  m ad e  no t ab le  p rogre ss  on  
t he  num b e r o f se a t s  he ld  b y wom e n  in  na t iona l 
p arliam e n t s , incre as ing from  11.2% in  20 0 0  t o  
19 .5% in  20 23

• Polit ica l p art ic ip a t ion  o f wom e n  in  t he  re gion   is  1.3 
p e rce n t age  p o in t s  b e h ind  t he  ESCAP ave rage  and  s t ill 
we ll b e lo w t h e  glo b a l a ve ra ge , wh ich  s t ood  a t  26 .5 % 
in  20 23.

• In  20 23, on ly four coun t rie s  in  t he  Pac ific  had  m ore  
t han  25 p e r ce n t  o f t he ir cab ine t  se a t s  he ld  b y 
wom e n , wit h  se ve ra l coun t rie s  having no  wom e n  
fe m ale  m in is t e rs  



Pro p o rt io n  o f wo m e n  wh o  h ave  e xp e rie n ce d  p h ys ica l an d  
se xua l vio le n ce  b y a  cu rre n t  o r fo rm e r in t im a t e  p a rt n e r in  t h e  

p re ce d in g 12 m o n t h s  

•  There is a lack of data , particularly over time, which 
prevents an analysis of trends on prevalence of gender -
based violence in the region. 

• In the Pacific region 10.9% of women (aged 15 -49) 
have experienced physical and sexual violence by 
a current or former intimate partner in the 
preceding 12 months. 

• While the number of countries with data availability 
on intimate partner violence is growing, the WHO -
derived official estimates on SDG 5.2.1 – Violence 
against women – are  dated to 2018.

Una va ila b le

SDG 5:  GENDER EQUALITY

Source : ESCAP Dat a  Exp lo re r.
No t e : ESCAP Pac ific  re giona l group ing inc lud e s  Aus t ra lia  and  Ne w Ze a land



• The FLFP in the Pacific still lags behind 
that of men's which stood at 66.3 
percent in 2023.

• Since the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action was adopted in 
1995, the overall FLFPR (aged 15+) of the 
ESCAP region decreased by nearly 10%.

• In the Pacific, the FLFP was 57.7% in 
2023, 11% higher than the ESCAP 
regional average.

Fe m a le  Lab o ur Fo rce  Pa rt ic ip a t io n  19 9 5-20 23, p e rce n t age

Source : ESCAP Dat a  Exp lo re r
Not e : Pac ific  re gion  inc lud e s  Aust ra lia  and  Ne w Ze a land

SDG 8: DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH



• Multisectoral plans and efforts to 
respond to climate change must 
prioritize women and girls most at 
risk. A lot more is also needed in 
the areas of co n se rva t io n , d isa s t e r 
p re p a re d n e ss , ad ap t a t io n  an d  
re s ilie n ce  and  a cce ss  t o  
in fo rm a t io n . 

• In  t he  Pac ific , b y m id -ce n t ury, 
und e r a  wors t -case  c lim at e  
sce nario , c lim at e  change  m ay 
p ush  up  t o  50 0 ,0 0 0  m ore  wom e n  
and  girls  in t o  p ove rt y and  
80 0 ,0 0 0  wom e n  and  girls  in t o  
food  in se curit y.

IN O CEANIA
5 0 0 ,0 0 0 8 0 0 ,0 0 0
m ore  fe m a le s  
p ush e d  in t o  
p ove rt y

m ore  fe m a le s  
p ush e d  in t o  
food  in se cu rit y

In  Europ e  and  Nort h  Am e rica , ap p roxim at e ly 6  m illion  fe m ale s  a re  p ro je c t e d  t o  fa ll in t o  e xt re m e  p ove rt y, wit h  
a round  7 m illion  in t o  food  inse curit y b y 20 50 . For Aust ra lia  and  Ne w Ze a land , t he se  figure s  s t and  a t  a round  75 
t housand  and  20 0  t housand , re sp e c t ive ly. Due  t o  sp ace  lim it a t ion , t he se  figure s  a re  no t  d e p ic t e d  on  t he  m ap .

CLIMATE-RELATED SDGS



Date 19-21 November 2024

Venue United Nations Conference Centre, ESCAP

Partners ESCAP and UN Women

Mandate E/RES/2022/5 –  mandates ‘regional commissions to undertake regional reviews’

Objectives a) Assess progress on the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in Asia and the Pacific over the past 5 years
b) Review current challenges, good practices, lessons learned, and priority actions required to achieve gender equality and the 
empowerment of women
c) Prepare regional input to the 69th session of the Commission on the Status of Women which will focus on the review and appraisal of the 
implementation of the BPfA

Participants a) High-level representatives of ESCAP member and associated members
b) intergovernmental organizations; United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and funds
c) non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, youth organizations, academia, the private sector

Documentation Survey and national reports by member States
Two parliamentary papers
Regional Synthesis Report

Preparatory 
Meetings

Virtual workshop for national-level reviews and survey
Expert Group Meeting
CSO Consultations and forum
High-level roundtable for SIDS and LDCs

Be ijin g+30  Re gio n a l Re vie w



Recommendations emanating from the conference will be realized to 
d e live r m e an ingfu l change  in  t he  live s  o f wom e n  and  girls  a long t he  s ix 
t he m at ic  focus  a re as  t h rough :

Re se arch  and  ana lys is

Te chn ica l coop e ra t ion  a t  coun t ry le ve l

Glob a l and  re giona l co llab ora t ion  t h rough  e s t ab lishe d  
fram e works  and  p roce sse s

Ch a r t in g  t h e  wa y  fo r wa r d

Be ijin g+30  Re gio n a l Re vie w



THANK YOU
For more information on the Beijing+30 
p roce ss , p le ase  scan  t he  QR cod e
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